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Annual percent change

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Cash receipts ($ bil.) 288.5 318.3 283.4 312.3f 340.7f 10.3 -11.0 10.2 9.1

Crops 150.1 176.8 163.7 170.9f 194.9f 17.8 -7.4 4.4 14.0

Livestock 138.5 141.5 119.8 141.5f 145.8f 2.2 -15.3 18.1 3.0

Direct government payments ($ bil.) 11.9 12.2 12.3 12.2f 10.6f 2.5 0.8 -0.8 -13.1

Gross cash income ($ bil.) 318.0 352.0 317.6 345.6f 372.5f 10.7 -9.8 8.8 7.8

Net cash income ($ bil.) 77.7 90.4 69.1 91.3f 98.6f 16.3 -23.6 32.1 8.0

Net value added ($ bil.) 117.2 136.6 112.1 129.0f 147.4f 16.6 -17.9 15.1 14.3

Farm equity ($ bil.) 1,841.2 1,780.6 1,811.8 1,880.8f 2,008.8f -3.3 1.7 3.8 6.8

Farm debt-asset ratio 10.4 12.0 11.9 11.3f 10.7f 15.4 -0.8 -5.0 -5.3

Farm household income ($/farm household) 88,796 79,796 77,169 83,021f 86,352f -10.1 -3.3 7.6 4.0

Farm household income relative to average 
 U.S. household income (%) 131.3 116.6 113.5 na na na na na na
Nonmetro-metro difference in poverty rate (% points)1 3.5 2.2 2.7 na na na na na na

Cropland harvested (million acres) 312 316 310 315p na 1.3 -1.9 1.6 na

USDA conservation program expenditures ($ bil.)1,2 4.5 5.2 4.9 5.7 6.2p 15.6 -6.0 16.1 8.7

U.S. gross domestic product ($ bil.) 14,062 14,369 14,119 14,698f na 2.2 -1.7 4.1 na

 Share of agriculture & related industries in GDP (%)1 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6f na na na na na

 Share of agriculture in GDP (%)1 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.9f na na na na na

Total agricultural imports ($ bil.)2 70.1 79.3 73.4 79.0 88.0f 13.1 -7.4 7.6 11.4

Total agricultural exports ($ bil.)2 82.2 114.9 96.3 108.7 135.5f 39.8 -16.2 12.9 24.7

Export share of the volume of U.S.  
 agricultural production (%)1 21.8 21.7 19.8f 21.0f na na na na na
CPI for food (1982-84=100) 202.9 214.1 218.0 219.7 227.8f 5.5 1.8 0.8 3.7

Share of U.S. disposable income  
 spent on food (%) 9.5 9.4 9.5 na na na na na na
Share of total food expenditures for at-home  
 consumption (%) 50.7 50.9 51.4 na na na na na na
Farm-to-retail price spread (1982-84=100) 248.1 267.0 276.5 269.3 na 7.6 3.6 -2.6 na

Total USDA food and nutrition assistance  
 spending ($ bil.)2 54.3 60.9 79.2 95.4 na 12.2 30.0 20.5 na
f = Forecast. p = Preliminary. na = Not available. All dollar amounts are in current dollars.
 1The methodology for computing these measures has changed. These statistics are not comparable to previously published statistics. 
 2Based on October-September fiscal years ending with year indicated.
Sources and computation methodology are available at: www.ers.usda.gov/amberwaves/indicatorsnotes.htm

Data may have been updated since publication. For the most current 
information, see www.ers.usda.gov/publications/agoutlook/aotables/

Farm, Rural, and Natural Resource Indicators

The U.S. imports sugar from Mexico 
and exports corn sweeteners to Mexico 

Million dollars

U.S. per capita sweetener availability fell 
19.4 pounds from 1999 to 2010

Pounds per capita

After NAFTA, sugar imports from Mexico
constituted a larger share of sugar 
consumed in the U.S.

Short tons, raw value, in millions
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For more information, see www.ers.usda.gov/amberwaves/

Food and Fiber Sector Indicators
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Washington

California

Arizona

Other States

Arizona led in certified organic apple acres 
in the U.S. in 1997…

21%

36%

24%
19%

U.S. total=8,846 acres

U.S. beef production and exports

Billion pounds Percent

1997 99 2001 03 05 07 09 11
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

ProductionExports Exports as percent of production

2011 and 2012 forecast.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service.

In 2009, flour and cereal products provided more daily 
calories for the average American than any other food group

Note: Added fats and oils and added sugar and sweeteners are added to foods 
during processing or preparation. 
Source:  USDA, Economic Research Service, Loss-Adjusted Food Availability data.

Flour and cereal 
products, 

619 calories

Added fats and 
oils and dairy fats, 

596 calories

Meat, eggs, 
and nuts, 

473 calories

Added sugar 
and sweeteners, 

440 calories 

Dairy, 
261 calories

Fruit and 
vegetables, 
205 calories 

Markets and Trade

Washington

California

Arizona

Other States

…but Washington ranked first in 2008

14%

5%
8%

73%

U.S. total=17,626 acres
Source:  USDA, Economic Research Service using information from U.S. State and private certifiers.

Diet and Health

Farms, Firms, and Households

Resources and Environment Rural America

Active farmers conducted high-value tax deferred exchanges 
of farmland for farmland in 2005

Deferred capital gain

Recognized capital gain

Adjusted basis of 
relinquished property

Market value of received
property

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

0 200 400 600 800 1,000

Nonfarmers
Farmers

Average value per exchange ($1,000)

Total value of exchanges ($ million)

Note: Farmers made a total of 624 exchanges, nonfarmers made 1,938.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using Internal Revenue Service, 
Statistics of Income, Sales of Capital Assets data, 2005.

About one-third of rural taxpayers received earned income 
or child tax credits in 2008

Percent of rural taxpayers
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Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using 2008 Internal Revenue
Service tax data.
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On the Map

SNAP Redemptions Per Store 
Grew Most in Nonmetro Counties

The economic hardships of the recent 

recession increased the number of 

Americans needing food assistance. The 

average number of participants in USDA’s 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP, formerly known as the 

Food Stamp Program) grew from 28.2 

million per month in 2008 to 33.5 million 

per month in 2009. Of the 2,887 U.S. 

counties with stores authorized to accept 

SNAP benefits in 2008-09, 1,391 counties 

experienced 25- to 50-percent increases 

in average redemptions per store. In 

another 813 counties, average per store 

SNAP redemptions rose more than 50 

percent. Two-thirds of the 813 counties 

were nonmetro counties.

Phil Kaufman, 
pkaufman@ers.usda.gov

Changes in SNAP redemptions per SNAP-authorized store, 2008-09

Source:  USDA, Economic Research Service, Food Environment Atlas, www.ers.usda.gov/foodatlas/

Percent change

< 25
25 - 50
> 50
No authorized stores

In the Long Run

USDA Conservation Spending 
on Working Agricultural Lands 
Bucks Long-Term Trend

USDA provides technical and financial 
assistance to help farmers implement 
conservation practices on working 
agricultural lands or on lands temporarily 
retired from production. As measured 
in constant (2009) dollars, Federal 
conservation assistance has fluctuated 
widely during the past 60 years. Rapid 
increases in spending have typically 
been associated with large-scale land 
retirement in the Soil Bank (1956-1972) 
and Conservation Reserve (1986-present) 
Programs. Since 2002, however, and 
after several decades with stable levels of 
spending, there has been a big increase in 
conservation assistance through programs 
that help farmers defray conservation 
costs on working agricultural lands.

Roger Claassen, 
claassen@ers.usda.gov

USDA expenditures for major conservation programs

$ billions (2009)

USDA, Economic Research Service using data from USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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